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Apple ships 3.5 million Watches in Q2 2018, 

with LTE version a runaway success in Asia 

Palo Alto, Shanghai, Singapore and Reading (UK) –Thursday, 26 July 2018 

 

Apple’s smartwatch performed strongly in Q2 

2018, with 3.5 million shipped worldwide, 30% 

more than in the same period last year. Overall, 

global smartwatch shipments reached 10 million 

units on the back of stellar performances by, 

among others, Fitbit and Garmin, as vendors 

capitalized on the wearables trend and 

diversified their portfolios to target distinct customer segments. As a result, Apple’s share of the 

smartwatch market fell to 34% from 43% in Q1 2018. Apple Watch shipments to Asia (excluding 

China) surpassed 250,000 units, with the LTE version accounting for about 60%. The cellular-

connected Apple Watch Series 3 was the best-shipping smartwatch in Asia in Q2 2018. 

 

“Apple’s decision to expand internationally with operators has quickly reaped rewards in Asia 

Pacific,” said Canalys Senior Analyst Jason Low. Since the launch of the Apple Watch Series 3, 

Apple has formed partnerships with operators in Australia, Japan and Singapore, with Thailand, 

India and South Korea added in the last quarter. “Operators in these markets are willing to resell 

connected devices other than smartphones that can help them generate extra revenue from data 
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services. India is a surprising addition to the list of countries. But this is a good strategy by Airtel 

and Reliance Jio to retain their high-value customers in a bid to minimize churn in a cut-throat 

market.” 

“Apple faces a growing threat from competitors, which have started to pass the million quarterly 

shipments mark,” said Canalys Research Analyst Vincent Thielke. “Vendors are trying to 

differentiate their products with advanced heart-rate metrics, smart coaching and mapping, and 

consumers now have a much wider range of smartwatches to choose from than they did a year 

ago. Amid further competition from Samsung and Google, rumored to be launching Galaxy and 

Pixel watches respectively, Apple needs to work out how to drive refreshes in markets such as the 

US, where its penetration into the existing iPhone installed base has started to level off.” 
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About Canalys 

Canalys is an independent analyst company that strives to guide clients on the future of the 

technology industry and to think beyond the business models of the past. We deliver smart 

market insights to IT, channel and service provider professionals around the world. We stake our 

reputation on the quality of our data, our innovative use of technology and our high level of 

customer service. 
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To receive media alerts directly, or for more information about our events, services or custom 

research and consulting capabilities, please complete the contact form on our web site. 

Alternatively, you can email press@canalys.com or call +1 650 681 4488 (Palo Alto, California, 

USA), +65 6671 9399 (Singapore), +86 21 2225 2888 (Shanghai, China) or +44 118 984 0520 

(Reading, UK). 

Please click here to unsubscribe 
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